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1. MARAC referral form
MARAC referrals should be sent by secure email or other secure method to [insert contact details for MARAC] 

	Referring agency
	

	Contact name(s)
	

	Telephone / Email
	

	Date
	

	Victim name
	
	Victim DOB
	

	Address
	
	Diversity Data (if known)

B&ME    [image: image1.emf] 

 

    Disabled   [image: image2.emf] 

 

  

LGBT     [image: image3.emf] 

 

    Gender      M / F 

	Telephone number
	
	Is this number safe to call?
	Y   /   N

	Please insert any relevant contact information e.g. times to call
	

	Perpetrator(s) name
	
	Perpetrator(s) DOB
	

	Perpetrator(s) address
	
	Relationship to victim
	

	Children

(please add extra rows if necessary)
	DOB
	Relationship to victim
	Relationship to perpetrator
	Address 


	School

(If known)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Reason for Referral / Additional Information
	Professional judgement
	Y   /   N
	Visible high risk (14 ticks or more on CAADA - DASH RIC) 
	Y   /   N

	Potential escalation (3 or more incidents reported to the Police in the past 12 months)
	Y   /   N
	MARAC repeat (further incident identified within twelve months from the date of the last referral)
	Y   /   N

	If Yes, please provide the date listed / case number (if known)
	

	Is the victim aware of MARAC referral? 
	Y   /   N
	If no, why not?
	

	Has consent been given?
	Y   /   N

	Who is the victim afraid of? (to include all potential threats, and not just primary perpetrator)
	

	Who does the victim believe it safe to talk to?
	

	Who does the victim believe it not safe to talk to?
	

	Has the victim been referred to any other MARAC previously?  
	Y   /   N
	If yes where / when?
	


2. Information for victims referred to MARAC

	The victim’s safety should be at the centre of the MARAC.  Keeping a clear focus on safety is easier when the victim is engaged in the process and their views are represented at the meeting.  Normally the IDVA is best placed to do this by both contacting the victim before and updating the victim after the meeting (where it is safe to do so), in addition to liaising with partner agencies. The referring agency should usually inform the victim of MARAC referral where it is safe to do so. This may be done by letter if there has been an incident of public record (e.g. reported to the police).  If the perpetrator is unaware that the victim has sought help in relation to domestic abuse then it may be safer to discuss the referral by phone or in person (e.g. disclosures to a midwife).
To supplement these contacts, local areas often produce information for victims referred to the MARAC. In some cases a ‘Leaflet Informing the Victim of the MARAC’ is provided to the victim on referral where it is safe to do so. 




3.1 Leaflet informing victims of the MARAC might contain:
· Definition of a MARAC, including:
· What is the purpose of the MARAC
· Who is referred to the MARAC
· Which agencies would normally attend the MARAC
· How the victim is represented at the MARAC
· The role of the IDVA and how victims can contact them

· Confidentiality at the MARAC:
· Define what is meant by confidentiality

· Identify exceptions to confidentiality, including links to Safeguarding Children and Adults
· What happens after the MARAC

· What kind of actions might come from the MARAC

· How will the MARAC help the client
· Contact details for IDVA service and local Police

· Useful contact numbers for your local area and websites
3. Letter informing the victim of the MARAC
Name of victim

Address of victim

Date

Dear Ms/Mr ABC

You have been referred to the [insert area name] MARAC, because we believe that you are at high risk of current or future harm because of domestic abuse. Domestic abuse is defined1 as ‘any incident of threatening behavior, violence or abuse (psychological, physical, sexual, financial or emotional) between adults, aged 18 and over, who are or have been intimate partners or family members, regardless of gender and sexuality.’  It can include honour based violence, female genital mutilation, and forced marriage.
The Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) is a meeting that brings together representatives from a number of agencies in the area (both statutory and voluntary) to talk about the safety, health and well-being of people experiencing domestic abuse (and their children) and draw up an action plan to make them safer. 

Your case has been referred to the MARAC by [insert name of agency] because you have been identified as being at risk of current or future harm from domestic abuse. Normally this is because of the things that an abuser is doing or the things they are saying they will do. By referring you to the MARAC, we are trying to make you safer by working with other agencies to get help and support.  We hope that you will support this process as with your involvement we can be best placed to address your safety concerns. 
Anyone referred to the MARAC is offered support by an IDVA (Independent Domestic Violence Advisor) from [insert area name].  The IDVA’s role at the MARAC is to represent your views, act as link between agencies and to ensure that any actions agencies take will make you safer. Ahead of a meeting, they will contact you to talk about your situation, what would make you feel safer and identify any issues that you think should be addressed at the meeting. Usually, they (or sometimes another professional who you know) will contact you to provide feedback about the meeting.  You do not attend the meeting yourself, but are represented.  Practitioners from a range of statutory or voluntary agencies attend. There is also a protocol between agencies participating in the MARAC which makes it clear what is expected of individual agencies, including how to store, manage and share any information they gain from the MARAC. 

We work with many local organisations that may also be able to provide you with help and advice. I am enclosing a list of useful telephone numbers with details of some of these groups. 
Yours sincerely,
MARAC Chair
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